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Spring into Spring! with 
Young Audiences of Houston 

 
 
MUSIC PERFORMANCES 
 

1. The Aquarium: A Marine Micro Ballet | Susan McDonald – Touring Artist | 
Grades PK-6 | 45m 
Guitarist/composer/poet Susan McDonald combines science and music to 
showcase creatures of the marine aquarium. Through video and music, 
Susan uses humor to bring to life terms such as symbiosis, proboscis, 
camouflage, and aposematic. Join Susan on this delightful, aquatic 
adventure. 

 Live Performance (45m): $535  
 

2. Reduce, Reuse, Recycle | Tom’s Fun Band | Grades K-5 | 45m  
Set Mr. Tom of Tom’s Fun Band uses music and comedy to make learning 
about preserving our natural resources fun and thought provoking. 
Participants will learn how to reduce the amount we waste by making small 
changes every day. Reusing things is made fun when participants are 
challenged to use their imagination to repurpose found objects. Finally, 
recycling will be explained and practiced in a musically interactive way. 
Your students will chant, clap and sing along with this popular duo as they 
learn more about their role in conservation. 
Live Performance (45m): $380 
 

3. From the Forest to the Stage: Tracing an Instrument’s Creation Around 
the World | Hope Cowan | Grades 3-12 | 45m  
Learn how different businesses and suppliers help to create musical 
instruments. Students will learn about the production, supply chains, 
trades, manufacturing, and skilled labor required to build a harp. This is a 
fun way to inspire students to think critically and creatively about 
economic ecosystems and how products are brought to market.  
Live Performance (45m): $300, Virtual Live Stream (45m): $300 

 
STORYTELLING PERFORMANCES 
 

4. The Grigri Tree | JAWAD & Baba Manning | Grades K-5 | 45m  
The Grigri Tree is a dilemma tale, a story in which the audience provides 
the ending. Baba Manning Mpinduzi-Mott tells the tale of 3 brothers who 
encounter a magical hunter and learn that a grigri can be many things, 
good and bad. Brother Jawad and his gourd banjo create a magical land 
and give voice to the Grigri man. Together, these two griots take you on a 
journey through long ago African jungles where magic is the norm and only 
those who listen to the story can say what happens next. 
Live Performance (45m): $600 | Pre-Recorded Performance (35m): $200 
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PUPPETRY PERFORMANCES 
 

5. Science Blacklight Puppet Show | Jean Kuecher | Grades PK-5 | 45m  
Science comes alive with glowing fluorescent puppets presenting beautiful 
science stories in a black light stage. For grades PK-K, puppets will showcase 
the animals and insects that visit your garden, and identify your five senses 
to explore your garden. Energize your science curriculum with short stories 
about the life cycle of the butterfly, needs of plants and animals, food and 
energy cycle, prey, predator, water cycle, dinosaurs, fossils, ecosystem, and 
habitats.  
Virtual Performance (45m): $400 
 

THEATRE PERFORMANCES 
 

6. Backpack Zoo | Brave Little Company | Grades K-3| 45m  
It’s too rainy to go to the zoo! So what can you find in your backpack that 
will bring the zoo to you? Backpack Zoo is a found object puppet film 
created by Brave Little Company. The entire short film is provided as a 
recorded performance and includes a live virtual one hour workshop where 
students participate in creating the found object puppets from the 
performance. 
Virtual pre-recorded Performance (25m): $195 
 

7. Goldilocks and the 3 Plays| iAct Theatre | Grades K-6| 45m  
This play teaches the three essential parts of a story (Beginning, Middle 
and End) and explores characterization. The central character “Tiffany” 
pretends to be Goldilocks. The Big Bad Wolf and The Troll in the familiar 
stories about the 3 bears, 3 pigs and 3 Billy Goats. She struggles to tell 
these stories with the reluctant help of 3 Boys who resist, question and 
eventually embody the trios of characters. The final act is a new story 
where the 3 Boys must play 3 characters picked by the audience members. 
Live Performance (45m): $675 | Recorded performance (45m): $125 
 

8. Mr. Hare Takes Mr. Leopard for a Ride| The Ensemble Theatre | Grades K-
5| 45m  
Mr. Hare Takes Mr. Leopard for A Ride" is one of the many trickster tales 
from West African folklore Mr. Hare is a frequent figure in the Hausa culture 
of Niger and Nigeria and is the granddaddy of the American Br'er 
Rabbit. 45 mins performance & 15 mins Q&A. 
Live Performance (45m): $900 
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CUSTOMIZE YOUR CLASS (DANCE, MUSIC, THEATRE, ART, STORYTELLING 
WORKSHOPS)*  
 

9. Recycled Art | Charles Washington | Grades 4-12   
Mr. Washington is a visionary environmental artist whose wide range of 
techniques and materials defy a single definition. His work on canvas is 
bold and fluid, with subjects including African pastoral, American jazz, and 
free-form designs. A master of mixed media, Mr. Washington also creates 
spectacular functional and wearable art. In this class, students will learn to 
create art using found objects in their classroom and community. They will 
learn about different mediums to work with such as drawing, painting, and 
sculpture. Students will gain an appreciation for art around them, and be 
able to think critically and create art from everyday objects. 
In-Person, Pre-Recorded, or Live (virtual) Workshop (45m): $115 
 

10. Living Mural Project: An Outdoor Garden Experience | Danny Russo | 
Grades PK-12  
This unique program combines visual arts and horticulture to create a 
living mural for the selected schools and their community. The program is 
designed to utilize the arts to provide the participants the inspiration, 
interest, and opportunity to connect to nature through gardening. Supply 
fees are an additional cost. Projects include a planning session with the 
artist to determine size, scope, materials, and customize project to fit your 
campus needs. Your entire campus can be involved in this project through 
separate classes and learn how to create environmental art. 
In-Person, Pre-Recorded, or Live (virtual) Workshop (45m): $115 
 

11. Drawing Outdoors | Liz Conces Spencer | Grades 2-12  
Plein air sketching is an age-old exercise in capturing the world around us. 
Using wet and dry media, young artists will participate in learning to depict 
natural and man-made elements of our environment, creating a visual diary 
of day-to-day life. 
In-Person, Pre-Recorded, or Live (virtual) Workshop (45m): $115 
 

12. WildLIFE! Interactive Mural Making | Vickie McMillan-Hayes | Grades 2-12  
Plein Transform your bare walls into interactive, arts activated teaching 
and learning spaces with artist Vickie McMillan-Hayes. Ms. McMillan-Hayes 
is a nationally acclaimed artist born in Dallas and raised in Austin. Her 
breathtaking wildlife, landscape, and nature paintings advance global 
conservation causes and are inspired by the abstract shapes, textures and 
color combinations seen in nature. Her work and process are TEKS-aligned, 
great for STEAM units, and focus on large-scale, community-led mural 
making, adapted for schools, healthcare facilities, in community centers, 
and more. Programs are presented as scalable, multi-visit residencies, with 
fees accessed on a per-project basis, considering size, materials, support, 
and the artists time on site. 
In-Person, Pre-Recorded, or Live (virtual) Workshop (45m): $115 
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13. Drawing Outdoors | Liz Conces Spencer | Grades EC-12 

Do you have a specific project in mind? Would you like to explore your 
concept through music, theatre, art, dance, or storytelling? Contact us to 
create a customized hands-on session(s) on an idea of your choice. We’ll 
work with you to explore your idea and schedule one or more hands-on 
workshops.  
In-Person, Pre-Recorded, or Live (virtual) Workshop (45m): $115 
 

14. IGNITE Your Life | Sarah Gish | Grades 2-12 
This is an art project and community campaign by Sarah Gish whose goal is 
to inspire everyone around the world to light a fire to their own passions 
and to create connections among people. This is a project that has 
changed countless lives as Sarah has worked with therapists, teens in 
recovery, children of all ages, homeless citizens, senior citizens, the City of 
Houston, and many more groups. She can create a special workshop or 
series of art classes inspired by that project for your group that will help 
people (children or adults) connect to themselves through creativity and 
new ways of thinking. 
In-Person, Pre-Recorded, or Live (virtual) Workshop (45m): $115 

 
*Workshops can be single sessions of 45, 60, or 90 minutes, multiple sessions in 
the same day of 45, 60, or 90 minutes, or multi-session packages. Call us to 
discuss your budget, schedule, and interests!  
 
*Don’t see a workshop on this list that fits your goals? Call us and we’re happy to 
build a custom workshop or residency to meet your academic focus, artistic 
interest, and learning objectives. 

 
PROFESSIONAL DEVELOPMENT  

 
15. Learning Through Movement | Becky Valls | Grades PK-8 

Picture a science class on insects where students act out the roles of 
honeybees or a lesson on the body’s circulatory system where students 
shape their bodies into a beating heart and a breathing lung. These are 
examples of children learning through their kinesthetic, visual, and music 
intelligence. The teacher is using movement to teach TEKS-based lessons 
in science. Learning Through Movement is a workshop for elementary 
teachers, K-5th. 
2-Hour Training: $500, 3-Hour Training: $750 


